
Information-Sharing and Networking



WHO WE ARE
Our founding document, the  Constitution of the Civil Society Information Centre, 

which established CIVIC +264 as a voluntary association, was signed in 2019. 

The organisation is governed by a Board of Directors and managed by a 
Coordinator, Mrs Melanie Markus, with the support of a Communications Officer, 

Bradley Tjongarero. 

Board of Directors:

Chairperson: Graham Hopwood (IPPR – Institute for Public Policy Research), 

Naita Hishoono (NID – Namibia Institute for Democracy) 

Toni Hancox (LAC – Legal Assistance Centre) 

Zoe Titus (NMT – Namibia Media Trust)

Carola Engelbrecht



STAFF



A NEED AROSE
The five founding organisations (NID, LAC, IPPR, NMT & CATS - Citizens 

for an Accountable and Transparent  Society) of CIVIC +264  agreed that 
such an information service would advance the effectiveness of civil 

society in Namibia.

Thus CIVIC +264 was established in 2019 with the aim to facilitate the 
circulation of information in the civil society community and an initial 

database of civil society organisations was compiled, which is 
continuously updated and extended. 

CIVIC +264 as well as its website were launched on 10 November 2020.



OBJECTIVES
CIVIC +264 was established as an information sharing service for Namibian civil society.

• To act as a conduit for information relevant to civil society in Namibia. 

• to develop and maintain a database of active Namibian civil society organisations. 

• to monitor and share developments in civil society, government and the donor 
community which are relevant to civil society in Namibia. 

• to facilitate networking opportunities amongst civil society and between civil society and 
other relevant stakeholders. 

• to connect civil society organisations with government bodies and donors in connection 
with specific issues, in light of the areas of interest of various civil society organisations; 
and 

• to create and maintain a website and a presence on appropriate social media platforms 
with the aim of enhancing communication to and between civil society organisations.



VIDEO: Launch of CIVIC +264



PICTURES: Some of our Activities
Over the last 2 years CIVIC +264 has held 13 information-sharing and 

networking sessions in total in the following regions:                  
Omaheke, Otjozondjupa, Erongo, Hardap, Oshikoto, Oshana, Kunene, 

//Kharas and Khomas
with the financial support of the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF).



DEFINITION OF CSOs
There are many overlapping terms that people use to describe civil society organisations 
(CSOs). Note that none of these are legal terms in Namibia, and none of them have precise 
definitions.

• CSOs are non-profit groups formed voluntarily by citizens to advance shared goals or 
interests.

• Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are non-profit groups that function 
independently of government.

• CSOs are generally non-profit organisations (NPOs). 

• Community-based organisations (CBOs) are typically civil society organisations that work 
in a single local community.

• Faith-based organisations (FBOs) are CBOs that are affiliated with a religious group or 
inspired by religious or spiritual beliefs.

• An umbrella body is just one of many terms for groups that bring together CSOs (and 
sometimes other stakeholders as well).



Eligibility criteria for self-listing on 
the CIVIC +264 website

• Active civil society organisations (CSOs).

• Online presence (web/social media/search engines) showing activity.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxgJxMRkzi_i4HY8s5_6kYznBUUShno0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxgJxMRkzi_i4HY8s5_6kYznBUUShno0/view?usp=sharing


WEBSITE: www.civic264.org.na

https://www.civic264.org.na/


FACEBOOK: Civil Society Information Centre Namibia

https://www.facebook.com/Civil-Society-Information-Centre-Namibia-101056908520275


TWITTER: @civic264

https://twitter.com/civic264


INSTAGRAM: @civic264_

https://www.instagram.com/civic264_/


LINKEDIN: Civil Society Information Centre Namibia (CIVIC +264)

https://www.linkedin.com/company/civic264/


THANK YOU!
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